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The manufacture of Sydney’s next generation trains 
has begun at the Changchun Railway Vehicles 
Company (CRC) facility in Changchun, China. 

The NSW Premier Morris Iemma visited CRC 
in May and officially opened the dedicated 
manufacturing facility for the manufacture of the 
626 air-conditioned suburban carriages.

CRC has begun fabrication of major elements of the 
train’s body frame - the headstocks and bolsters. 

CRC has recently trained 70 of its welders to 
Australian standards to work on the manufacture 
project. There are 15 specialist personnel from the 
Reliance Rail/Downer EDI Rail team currently 
on-site at CRC overseeing the manufacture to 

ensure the appropriate safety and quality 
standards are met.

 The partially completed carriages will be sent to 
Downer EDI Rail’s facility at Cardiff in Newcastle 
Australia for the final build, assembly, testing and 
commissioning. The carriages will be progressively 
delivered to RailCorp between 2010 and 2013.

The Cardiff facility is currently undergoing a 
$22 million capital works project to facilitate the 
completion of the carriages – the upgrade works are 
due to be complete by the end of 2008.

The capital works include low and high voltage 
test sheds and duplicate gauge, water and 
weighing facilities. 
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The dedicated manufacturing facility at CRC is completely fitted out with the machinery required to 
partially manufacture Sydney’s new trains
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Significant progress has been made on the 
construction of a facility at Auburn in Sydney’s 
western suburbs where CityRail’s next generation 
trains will be maintained for more than 30 years.

The state-of-the-art Auburn Maintenance Facility will 
consist of seven maintenance roads, a maintenance 
shed with a maintenance capacity for 1,000 cars, 
an automatic train wash plant and underfloor wheel 
profiling lathe.

The steelwork for the maintenance shed (pictured 
below) is complete, with roof sheeting now being 
installed. This building is approximately 200m long 
and 80m wide. 

Meanwhile, other progress on-site includes:

•	� Services installation has commenced, 
including electrical services and storm  
water drainage 

•	� Foundation work for the underfloor wheel  
lathe building has commenced

•	� Construction has begun on the  pedestrian/
disabled access bridge 

About 120 personnel are now working on-site. 
Construction is being undertaken by the John 
Holland Group and is expected to be complete  
in 2009.

Roof sheeting is now being applied following the completion of steelwork on the main building at 
the Auburn Maintenance Facility 

 All internal concrete slabs are now complete for the capital 
works program at the Downer EDI Rail facility in Cardiff

Construction steaming along at Auburn Maintenance Facility

Auburn Maintenance Facility community  
contact telephone: 02 9751 4114




